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 ORGANIZED DURING 14-30 MARCH 2014, THIS WORKSHOP IS A COLLABORATION OF ASA, CAN, 
ARCHITECTKIDD, SHMA, OPENSPACE, FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE, SILPAKORN UNIVERSITY, SOOK ARCHI-
TECTS AND ARSOMSILP, ALONG WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF 14 ARCHITECTURAL STUDENTS FROM 
DIFFERENT UNIVERSITIES.
 THIS WORKSHOP IS THE FIRST OF ITS KIND FOR THE COMMITTEE OF THE ARCHITECTS FOR THE 
COMMUNITY, AND IT STRIVES TO INVITE PROFESSIONAL ARCHITECTS, COMMUNITY ARCHITECTS AND 
STUDENTS TO WORK TOGETHER. WE SELECTED THE KLONG TAKOK COMMUNITY AS IT NOW HAS A 
STRONG COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION- WHEREAS IT WAS PREVIOUSLY NOT AS STABLE PRIOR TO ENTERING 
THE 'BAAN MANKONG PROJECT' (STABLE HOUSE PROJECT), THAT ORGANIZED ISSUES SUCH AS LAND 
RIGHTS, MANAGING THE COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION ITSELF, AND ALSO THE PHYSICAL COMPONENTS 
OF THE COMMUNITY. THE HOUSES THAT HAVE BEEN REFORMED AND ALSO THE NEWLY CONSTRUCTED 
ONES HAVE BEEN COMPLETED AND THE COMMUNITY CENTER AND PLAYGROUND ARE NOW TO BE 
MADE. THE AIM OF THIS WORKSHOP WAS TO USE A DESIGN PROCESS THAT WOULD ALLOW THE INPUT 
OF VARIOUS PARTIES AND AN EXCHANGE OF IDEAS WHERE PARTICIPANTS COULD LEARN FROM EACH 
OTHER. PARTICIPANTS INCLUDE THE COMMUNITY ITSELF, STUDENTS AND ARCHITECTS. THE RESULTS 
OF THE WORKSHOP WOULD BE SOMETHING CONCRETE IN WHICH EVERYONE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY 
GIVE THEIR OWN INPUT AND VARIOUS DESIGNS WOULD BE PRESENTED IN ORDER TO TRY AND REQUEST 
SPONSORS FOR THE FUTURE AS WELL.

ASA & COMMUNITY ACT NETWORK (CAN)
PARTICIPATORY DESIGN WORKSHOP

AT KLONG TAKOK COMMUNITY

TEXT 
Supitcha Tovivich
PHOTOS
Courtesy of the workshop 
participants and staff
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THE INITIAL FEELINGS REGARDING INTERACT-
ING WITH A COMMUNITY.

PRATCHAYA: I feel that the community has a very strong leader, 
and a conducive environment including a flourishing mangrove forest 
nearby.
NAMCHAI: I also feel the same way, the community is well orga-
nized and they work well collectively together, there is a garbage col-
lection system and also the community has a zoning system as well.
YOSSAPON: I also agree, but when I was walking in that area I felt 
that there were things challenging the community, the environment 
was changing, factories with foreign workers were now around and 
I was a bit amazed as I did not expect to see that the environment 
was being threatened like this. For me, it was a bit conflicting, as 
from the outside it didn't look very systematic but internally the 
system was quite well organized.
PRAPAN: Really, on the first day I could not even imagine what it 
would be like, as I had never worked with a community before. When 
I came to listen to the brief I found out that the Asorn Silpa Institute 
had already been working with this community for a while now, such 
as setting the community plan for the colony of houses - therefore 
the community is headed in the right direction.
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INTERVIEWEES

Shma
  (Namchai Saensupha)

  (Prapan Napawongdee)
  (Yossapon Boonsom)

Architectkidd
  (Pratchaya Lertrucksadee)

Openspace
  (Kasama Yamtree)

Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University
  (Supitcha Tovivich)
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ORIGINALLY SHMA AND ARCHITECTKIDD WERE 
NOT WORKING PRIMARILY ON COMMUNITY 
PROJECTS, WHEN GIVEN THE  OPPORTUNITY 
HOW DID YOU FEEL ABOUT IT?

NAMCHAI: At first I was excited, but later I started getting more 
concerned, as it took a very long time for us to understand what 
mapping was.(laughter)
PRAPAN: Actually, in our profession we have the word mapping, but 
it is not used in the same way that  Supitcha and Kasama used it, 
their definition was much comprehensive. When we work there is 
a brief from the customer and we just carry it out, but when we are 
working with a community the method of working has to change as 
well, there is a process of mapping and there are the needs of the 
community so we cannot present our requirements directly as well.
PRATCHAYA: When we first discussed this at the office, I was a little 
confused, how much could we really help them, as our office had 
never actually done work like this, but we tried to exchange ideas. It 
was like we were learning how to design in a different way.
KASAMA: As for openspace, I am already in this line of work, at first 
it was not so exciting, and I was quite used to it. But as we walked 
to survey the area I felt that there were many points and details to 
be noted, such as the mechanisms of the ecosystem, the birds, and 
the trees. A person in the community said "Here is where the birds 
come in the morning to greet us at 6 O'clock , and at 6 O'clock in the 
evening they come back to us to tell us where they went."  Therefore, 
we believe these mechanisms can make the actual design create 
something livable too.
YOSSAPON: And when the children made us walk in the mangrove 
forest, we were really surprised because we saw that there were a 
lot of really good things hidden there. Because the community 
people have always been living with nature, hence they had a different 
set of ideas altogether.
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WHAT WERE THE STEPS IN CARRYING OUT THE 
WORKSHOP?

SUPITCHA: Mainly it was divided into two parts, the first part was 
related to the process itself and the second part to the actual design-
ing. One week was assigned for each part.  The first day was a day 
of introductions - getting to know each other, there was a drawing 
workshop so as to be able to use it for mapping and discovering the 
needs within the area of the community center and the playground 
for the children as well. Both the adults and children came to draw 
their ideas. After that, the students who joined in the workshop were 
asked to divide the drawings into categories. From the first mapping 
they wanted a swimming pool, football field, car racing track and a 
Likay stage for general performance practices. That it is why we had 
to bring back all these ideas and recheck whether they really wanted 
all these things or not.
KASAMA: Side by side, we also trained the students about collecting 
information from the community, as they may not be used to collect-
ing information through just discussions or questions and answers.
PRAPAN : As from our side, the designers, we were quite amazed 
that we could actually bring out the ideas of the community into 
something concrete.
SUPITCHA: After the first week we concluded 'The Tools' so that 
the design process could be done together, and we had to then carry 
out more work, questioning how we could organize their require-
ments into categories so we could create a design brief as quickly as 
possible. As for the 'tools,'  there were three groups - the group who 
would be making the Community Center, they would make a model 
of the structure that would have a basic framework such as a floor 
slab, walls and roof and would be made of various materials. The 
advantages and disadvantages of each would be written on a piece 
of paper, so that the members of the community could select which 
type they would like to use - hence this would be used as a tool to 
convey basic information to them.
 Another group was the group that would define the size of the 
activity area for the children's playground. They would let the children 
play football, run around, and hence could estimate how much space 
would actually be needed. They would then understand and adapt 
their needs, and know that we actually could not build everything - 
they needed to compromise as well.  The other group emphasized 
working with the maids who wanted to remain slim and slender and 
needed an area to exercise as well. The students set up an activity 
of measuring their waists and used it for mapping. The daily health 
activities of the maids also inspired the community to take care of 
their health as well.
PRAPAN: During that time we would recheck the designs every eve-
ning, and it took a very long time to actually summarize everything 
into these three main topics - as sometimes the students did not 
know what needed to be prioritized.
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THE PEOPLE WHO 
CAN GIVE US THE 
BEST ANSWERS ARE 
THE MEMBERS OF 
THE COMMUNITY.
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AFTER THE COLLECTION OF INFORMATION, 
WHAT DID YOU LEARN?

YOSSAPON: From the first week we learned that the community 
had a very wide variety of needs, hence, amongst our group, we had 
to discuss what had to be cut out and what could remain. When we 
actually interacted with the community we got to find out who was 
sensitive about what points. We had to filter out the limitations and 
yet emphasize that a job that had many limitations could also turn out 
beautifully and creatively as well.
PRATCHAYA: When we first went to collect the information, it was 
as if there was a social status tied to what they required and if they 
had that, it would be good. Even for the swimming pool, car rac-
ing track, or the Likay stage - but after using all the tools they also 
learned what they really needed, such as whether they really needed 
a swimming pool or not as they were already very close to the sea.
KASAMA: As for the designing we assisted the community in under-
standing that some of the things could be used together, and they 
would not know how to manage all these things in a limited area.
NAMCHAI:  We collected a lot of information but we were still unable 
to see the bigger picture of how the community would jointly use 
them so Supitcha and Kasama suggested to the people attending 
the workshop that they participate in a role play, becoming a person 
in each of the groups of the community. The results of this were a 
clearer picture of the actual users and how each group would be able 
to use the areas.
PRAPAN: Now we also use role play in our office as well (laughter)
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WE WERE QUITE AMAZED THAT 
WE COULD ACTUALLY BRING OUT 
THE IDEAS OF THE COMMUNITY 
INTO SOMETHING CONCRETE.
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AFTER PASSING THROUGH THE VARIOUS PRO-
CESSES, WHAT WAS THE FINAL RESULT AND 
HOW DID IT TURN OUT?

YOSSAPON: There was quite a lot of anticipation, even though at 
the beginning it seemed to be quite ordinary. When we started to 
question the results again and adjust them to be appropriate for the 
community’s needs, taking into consideration areas with a mangrove 
forest such as the children's playground, a question arose as to 
whether we had to fill up the land or not, and in the end we decided 
to fill up only half of the area, with the rest being left as a field so that 
people could interact with the environment or study the behavior 
of the children and see what they were playing. Both Supitcha and 
Kasama would always caution us to be sensitive about the informa-
tion collected.
PRATCHAYA: As for the library, when they were in the designing 
stage, the students were still stuck on the requirements of the 
community members, but when they used the information from the 
Tool, a different picture could be seen, as there were factors such as 
the skills of the local people and materials available that had to be 
considered as well.
KASAMA: At the beginning we were looking at it as though there 
were two projects that were the playground and the community 
center, but in the end we saw it as just one project and we tried to 
allow their usage to promote/support  each other. For example, with 
the Community Center we made it into a two-storey building, one 
side was open and faced the children's playground so the parents 
could actually watch their children play.
NAMCHAI : Other than the concrete results received by Shma and 
Architectkidd by joining the workshop, they also learned how to work 
with communities as well, starting with the collection of information, 
mapping and role playing. Normally, when a commercial work is re-
ceived, the work often fosters one-way communication, that is due to 
the fact that the marketing department or customer would have clear 
requirements. But, with this project, it was like we were connecting 
with each other. As for the students, they developed very quickly and 
were able to think of tools and also filter out information very well.
PRAPAN: And they also presented it very well too.
YOSSAPON: The people who can give us the best answers are the 
members of the community, we also hoped that our last presentation 
would be received well, as they were excited too and at least they 
learned that there were now many ways to manage what they 
wanted.
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DID THE RESULTS MEET UP TO YOUR EXPECTA-
TIONS?

KASAMA: Actually, we are very confident that the results turned out 
well, but what we were concerned about was the learning process 
of the students.  At first we thought it would happen very quickly, but 
then even wondered whether we may have to increase the amount 
of time. We really did not expect the kids to be so magnificent, they 
were able to filter out things very well together and with their energy 
averaged out amongst them, the picture looked very bright indeed.
SUPITCHA: Everyone worked well as a team. Though I have to 
admit that at the beginning we were not sure if we could work with 
the professional architects smoothly and in a fun way. But, when 
we actually got down to work, we knew that if our question was 
'people,' no matter what, we could work together and complement 
each other too - as we did not know anything about the materials, 
framework, different plants or trees, hence we had to let the profes-
sional architects take care of these things.  There is one thing that I 
do not agree with and that is that the outcome does not have to be 
beautiful - this is not true at all, in fact beauty is created by solving 
problems creatively and it is an inspiration for people to carry on with 
their lives and really, for us, (students and architects) we didn't actually 
help anybody but we learned from them (the community). We did not 
see anyone as higher or lower than anyone else - we were there to 
exchange ideas and knowledge.
PRAPAN:  At first we did not think that it would be so tiring, because 
we had two weeks, with so many people, but when we had to 
actually start working in a process that we were not familiar with, 
with the students, collecting information - it took longer than usual 
before we could actually conclude anything. In fact, we adapted this 
process and started to use it at our office as well.  It may make us 
work a bit slower, and pay attention to the actual process, but the 
people at the office like it as everyone has a hand in it.
PRATCHAYA: As for Architectkidd we actually wanted to learn, as 
we are not experts in any particular field, that we can comment on 
anyone, but in fact it is a way of sharing information. The members 
of the community also benefitted and learned how to manage com-
munity resources as well.
YOSSAPON: At first I wanted to try working in this area as well, as it 
is something of great value, but I could not figure what sort of design 
would turn out from the results.  However, when I got the 
opportunity, I started to understand more, and the most difficult 
aspect was to work with 'people' – figuring out what process we 
would use to get something that was appropriate for them and in the 
end the workshop opened doors for our design company to be able 
to work with a community and assist them. This group of students is 
really very lucky and we hope that we will now have many community 
architects.
NAMCHAI: As for knowledge, we really got what we expected, but 
I didn't ever think that working with a community could make us feel 
this good.
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DIRECTION OF DEVELOPING PROJECTS IN THE 
FUTURE.

KASAMA: Actually the community labor will carry out everything 
themselves, except they may need people to support them.
PRAPAN: The community was already ready and all we had to do 
was provide them with the tools.
SUPITCHA: We would like the Association of Siamese Architects 
to continue to push such projects, because it is an opportunity for 
architects to play a wider role in society and can be displayed in a 
very clear way.
YOSSAPON: I think it would be great if we could have something 
like this next year as well, so that the professionals can get a feel for 
this type of work.
PRAPAN: At our office there are so many people who are interested 
as well.
PRATCHYA: I also agree with this, as many students do not know 
much about community architects.
PRAPAN: Actually, participants don’t necessarily have to be like 
Openspace, Shma or Architectkidd, if anybody puts their heart into it, 
they can do it as well.
KASAMA: I really want it to be built within a shorter period of time, 
because I want the people who were involved in the workshop to 
join in too, therefore we have to use the polices of the Association to 
encourage such projects.
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BEAUTY IS CREATED BY SOLVING 
PROBLEMS CREATIVELY AND IT IS AN 
INSPIRATION FOR PEOPLE TO CARRY 
ON WITH THEIR LIVES AND REALLY, 
FOR US, WE DIDN'T ACTUALLY
HELP ANYBODY BUT WE LEARNED 
FROM THEM.
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